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Ch 1. INTRODUCTION
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A question of identity

out of an intense interest in a particular problem or topic... The
researcher’s excitement and curiosity inspire the search. Personal history
brings the core of the problem into focus. As the fullness of the topic
emerges, strands and tangents of it may complicate an articulation of a

manageable and specific question *

2 Clarke Moustakas, Phenomenological Research Methods (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications,

1994) 104-105
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Michael S Northcott, "Research Methods in Practical Theology" Contact 106 (1991:3) 28
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Where are the connections between contemporary culture, the

church and its mission?
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4 Northcott, "Research Methods" 25

5 Northcott, "Research Methods" 27-28



14

3
3
D ; <But who do you say that | Am?” ¢
%
D 1
&
( 3
1
D ( <
| D > / $
F D 4 {6
)]
: 728 ) ( |
<% >

® Matthew 16:15



*9A

Ex 2l )

%

15



16

The role of the Sports Chaplain
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Ch 2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION
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modus operandi

%

Developing a Design

A

" Peter Reason and John Heron in their article entitled “Co-operative Inquiry” in J.Smith, R Harre &

L.Langenhove (eds.) Rethinking Methods in Psychology. (London: Sage, 1995) 123, maintain that all
those involved in the research are both co-researchers, who generate ideas about its focus, design and
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manage it; and also co-subjects, participating with awareness in the activity that is being researched. This
would seem to be the case with the other sports chaplains I interviewed in the second part of the research
process.

8 Louise Rowling, “Being In, Being Out, Being With: Affect and the Role of the Qualitative Researcher
in Loss and Grief Research.” Mortality, Vol. 4, No. 2, (1999) 167

° Punch, “Politics and Ethics in Qualitative Research” in Handbook of Qualitative Research, N.K.
Denzin & Y.S. Lincoln (eds.), (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1984.).94, cited by Louise Rowling “Being In,
being Out, being With”, 167

19 Warren R Lett, “Researching Experiential Self-knowing” The Art in Psychotherapy, Vol. 25, No 5.
(1988), 331



22

%

8 8 F *916

1 Sherryl. Kleinman, “Field Workers' Feelings: What We Feel, Who We Are, How We Analyze” in

Experiencing Fieldwork: An Inside View of Qualitative Research, W. Shaffir & R. Stebbins (eds.)
(Newbury Park: Sage, 1991) 184-185.

12 Howard W Stone & James O Duke, How to Think Theologically (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996)
13-14
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How the data was collected: A Qualitative Methodology with a

Phenomenological Component
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Ronit Leichtentritt and Kathryn Rettig “The Good Death: Reaching an Inductive Understanding,” in
Meeting the Needs of our Clients Creatively: The Impact of Art and Culture on Caregiving, ed. John D
Morgan (Amityville, NY: Baywood, 2000) 229
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James T Richardson “Experiencing Research on New Religions and Cults: Practical and Ethical
Considerations” in Experiencing Fieldwork: an Inside view of Qualitative Research. (eds.) W Shaffir & R
Stebbins (Newbury Park, Sage: 1991) 62-64
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The complexities of sports chaplaincy
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Ch 3. IDENTIFYING THE KEY ISSUES

%

2
the unique place of sport in Australian culture
the connections between sport and religion
The implications of these connections for those involved in sports
chaplaincy
The unique place of sport in Australian culture
% 3
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1. The Phenomenon of Sport
N E , & ok el Sport: A
Philosophic Inquiry,
D 3

7 Frank Rees, Beating Around in the Bush: Methodological Directions for Australian Theology,

Pacifica No.15 (October 2002) 286
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18 paul Weiss, Sport: A Philosophic Inquiry (London, 1969) cited by Gregory Baum and John Coleman,

(eds) "Sport, Society and Religion" Concilium, Sport (1989) 3
% Baum & Coleman, "Sport™, 4
2 Baum & Coleman, "Sport" 4
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“Who do you go for?” 3
& ;

2l Baum & Coleman, "Sport" 4
22 Baum & Coleman, "Sport" 4-5

2 Allan Guttmann, From Ritual to Record (New York: 1978) 157, cited by Gregory Baum and John
Coleman, "Sport, Society and Religion" Concilium, Sport (1989) 5
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%" Mosley, “Sport and religion”

28 Space does not permit here, but it is important to note the range of literature (some of which has been
published in more recent years since this research was originally conducted) which examines the various
concepts such as ‘muscular Christianity’, the role of the greater Public Schools and the gender debates (e.g.
Between Marilyn Lake and Anne O’Brien) and other aspects of Australian cultural history. These include
such authors as Donald Hall, ed. Muscular Christianity: Embodying the Victorian Age. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1994; Robert Higgs, God in the Stadium: Sports and Religion in America.
Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1995; Michael Kimmel, Manhood in America: A Cultural
History. New York: Free Press, 1996; Tony Ladd, and James Mathisen. Muscular Christianity:
Evangelical Protestants and the development of American Sport. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books,
1999; Martin Crotty, Making the Australian male: Middle-Class Masculinity 1870-1920, Melbourne
University Press, Melbourne, 2001; Anne O’Brien, God’s willing workers: women and religion in
Australia, Sydney: UNSW Press, 2005
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Sport was the first form of Australian foreign policy. Until the
British got into some wars to which the Australians could send
volunteers, it was the only way in which Australians could prove

they were best *

being

The image of the bronzed Aussie may be a myth. But there is nothing
fictitious about the importance of sport as a way of life in Australia: it
promotes health as well as competitive spirit. We may stop just short of
obsessed, but sport is as available to all Australians - and as necessary -

as meat pies, kangaroos and Holden cars.*

!ll (RRRAE] %

2l Donald Horne, The Next Australia, (Sydney, 1970), 156, cited by Daryl Adair & Wray Vamplew,

Sport in Australian History, Melbourne: OUP, 1997) 1

28 Quote from a Bulletin article, 24 October 1989, cited by Adair and Vamplew, Sport in Australian
History, 1
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R.A. Howell and M.L. Howell, The Genesis of Sport in Queensland, (Brisbane: 1992) cited by Adair

& Vamplew, Sport in Australian History, 1

%0 David Millikan The Sunburnt Soul: Christianity in Search of an Australian Identity (Homebush

West: Anzea Publications, 1981) 8

31 Richard Cashman, Paradise of Sport: The Rise of Organised Sport in Australia, (Melbourne: OUP,
1995) 206

32 Cashman, Paradise, 207
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% Evidence of the place of sport in Australian culture could be seen when revelations in the cricket

arena, resulting in the now infamous “I have not been completely honest with you” statement from Hanse
Cronje, saw a massive outpouring of conjecture and widespread condemnation. World disasters and
political intrigue was banished to the inside pages as the local media emblazoned their headlines of
amazement across the front pages of local (and national) papers.
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3. Unique features of Australian Sport
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Millikan, The Sunburnt Soul, 8

Adair et al, Sportin Australian History, 139
Cashman. Paradise of Sport, 205ff
Cashman, Paradise of Sport, 205-206
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38 Adair, Sport in Australian History, xi Murdoch is one of a select handful of media mega-moguls
whose name is a household word. As Chairman and CEO of News Corporation Ltd., he oversees a diverse
global media empire with a net worth in the multi-billions. Kerry Packer was the richest man in Australia.
His personal wealth has been estimated in the billions of dollars. It's again the media industry that made
Kerry Packer both wealthy and powerful. He was the owner of the Channel Nine television network and
had interests in Pay TV

39 Adair, Sport in Australian History, xi-xiii
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1 Thomas Keneally, “Good weekend”, Sydney Morning Herald, (5 March 1988.) 31, cited by Cashman,

Paradise of Sport, 208

42 John Coleman, "Sport and the Contradictions of Society” in Concilium, Sport (1989), 23

43 Coleman, "Sport and the Contradictions", 23
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Religion and Sport

1. The links between Religion and Sport - Making Connections

The time | commit to sports is one thing, the emotional toll it takes on me
is quite another. Sport does not matter as much as it did in childhood, but
it matters more than | can explain... So what is it - aside perhaps from
arrested development - that accounts for such disproportionate emotional
investment in the ultimately insignificant... Sports is simply a grace: a
minor grace, but a grace nonetheless... Sports relieves the weight of life.
It satisfies, in an innocent way, our competitive urges. It reminds us,
precisely in its absurd elevation of the trivial, not to take ourselves so
seriously. There are those, it is true, whose preoccupation with sports
becomes so all-consuming as to constitute a moral disorder... but for the
great majority of us, sports provide a pleasurable interlude in life for which
we not only need not repent, but for which we should offer continuing

prayers of gratitude.*

| &

44

James Nuechterlein, “The Weird World of Sports,” First Things 84 (1998) 11-12
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#5 Joachim Wach, "Universals in Religion™ in Religion, Culture and Society, edited by L Schneider, (New
York: Wiley, 1964) 38-52 cited by S J Hoffman (ed), Sport and Religion, (Champaign IL: Human Kinetics,
1992) 2

46 Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 2

4 Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 2

8 paul Tillich, The Shaking of the Foundations, (1948) 6, cited by Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 3
49 Steng, Lloyd and Allen, Ways of Being Religious, (1973), cited by Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 4
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50 Hoffman, Sport & Religion, 4
5 Hoffman, Sport & Religion, 5
52 Hoffman, Sport & Religion, 4
53 Hoffman, Sport & Religion, 7
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54 Hoffman, Sport & Religion, 7
% Harry Edwards, Sociology of Sport, (1973), 261-262, cited by Hoffman, Sport & Religion, 7
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% Catherine Albanese, “America, Religious and Religion”, (1981) 321-322, cited by Hoffman, Sport &
Religion, 7-8
5 Hoffman, Sport & Religion, 8

BEE Snyder and E A Spreitzer, Social Aspects of Sport, (1983), 277 cited by Hoffman, Sport & Religion,
8
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N Coakley, Sport and Society: Issues and Controversies,(1986), cited by Hoffman, Sport & Religion, 8

60 George Santayana, "Philosophy on the Bleachers™ in E W Gerber and W J Morgan (eds) Sport and the
Body: a Philosophical Symposium, (1979), 222-226 cited by Hoffman, Sport & Religion 8

1 RJ Higgs, "Muscular Christianity; Holy Play and Spiritual Exercises: Confusion about Christ in Sport
and Religion, Arete 1 (1), 65, cited by Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 8

%2 Michael Novak, The Joy of Sport, (1976), cited by Hoffman, Sport & Religion, 8
63 Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 10
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64 Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 4

® joan Chandler, "Sport is not a Religion™ in Shirl J Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 55-61

66 Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 10

*7 David Miller, Gods and Game: Toward a theology of play, (1970) 7 cited by Higgs “Muscular
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%9 Sean Freyne, "Early Christianity and the Greek Athletic Ideal”, Concilium, Sport. (1989) 99
70 Jurgen Moltmann, "Olympia Between Politics and Religion," Concilium, Sport (1989) 108
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™ Thomas Ryan, "Towards a Spirituality for Sports, Concilium Sport (1989) 117
72 Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 288

3 Michael Novak, "The Natural Religion", in Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 36
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& Mathisen, "From Civil Religion™ 21-22
AN Lever, Soccer Madness (1983) 15, cited by Mathisen, in Hoffman, Sport and Religion, 23
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The implications of the connections between Religion and Sport

for Sports Chaplaincy

1. The Place of the Gospel in Australian Culture
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8 Kevin Ward, Christendom, Clericalism, Church and Context: Finding Categories of Connection in a
Culture without a Christian Memory: Implications of New Zealand Research. (unpublished article, June
2001)

& Ward, Christendom, 1
80 Ward, Christendom, 1
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... What are we witnessing? Not the death of spirituality, nor the death of
belief, nor the death of meaning, but the death of religious institutions, the
death of organised religion, the erosion of Christianity’s historical core, its
hold on the heart of the West... it is the death of Christendom says
theologian Lloyd Geering. %
- D 1 The Religious Factor in Australian
Life:

8l Ward, Christendom, 1

82 Philip Hughes, “Spirituality” Pointers: Bulletin of the Christian Research Association, vol 10, no 1
(March 2000) 1

8 Kevin Ward, "Religion in a Postaquarian Age" Stimulus: The New Zealand Journal of Christian
Thought and Practice, Vol. 9, Issue 1.(2001) 12
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“The facts indicate that the myth of Australia the secular society needs to
be put aside. Australians are far from secularists according to the data

provided by this study.” 8

4 1
1
1 85
2. Dangers of a preoccupation with Sport
%
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- & Role-models F 6
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84

G.D. Bouma and B.R. Dixon, The Religious Factor in Australian Life Australia, 1986), 167 cited by
Ward “Religion” 13
8 Witness the recent (19/7/01) demise of the coaching career of Malcolm Blight, formerly of St. Kilda,

Adelaide and Geelong Football Clubs... and no small critic of the ‘culture’ of the St. Kilda club that he
maintained was “500 times worse” than any previously encountered!
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8 Much of what takes place in terms of spectating would appear to happen increasingly through the

medium of television. This change in recent times could well lend itself to further study in the area of
Communication theory and its relationship to attendance and participation in sporting activities.

88 Editorial, "Our Unhealthy Obsession with Errant Icons," Sunday Age, (16/07/2000) 18 The article
goes on to ask why, in too many of our senior schools does the prevailing ethos continue to endorse the
“sporting jocks” in their position at the top of the internal pecking order while the bespectacled
“intellectual” types languish at the bottom?
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3. Corporate Sport and the Sports Chaplaincy
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8 Hanse Cronje was surely the most surprising 'victim' of corruption in recent years.
90

Richard Webb, "Corporates Opt for a Sporting Life" The Sunday Age, (16/7/00) 17
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If Christ came to the Olympics, He would be impressed with the grandeur
and even the splendour of the event, especially the quasi-religious
atmosphere engendered... however he might remind us that splendour
does not necessarily rhyme with spender, and that gaudiness is not

godliness ~

/ 1 D) Melbourne Storm 728

%

% 1

%1 william Baker, If Christ Came to the Olympics, cited by the author of "The Olympic Movement was

Religious", The Victorian Baptist Witness, (October 2000) 3
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The Challenge of Sports Chaplaincy
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Phase Two: 2 Melbourne Storm F '
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- Has having a chaplain at the club been helpful for you? In what ways

has it been helpful for you personally or for the organisation?
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e Have you observed any significant difference between the time when

there wasn’t a chaplain at the club and now that there is?



75

+P M FI"RG
(
$ MF #RG AP M FIARG
(
1 F **96
- M FH+"RG
- +* F++R6
(
F $"G
>
P3 % < >

i - #* FHHRG



76

% : (

< > p seen

- Have you had the need to speak to a chaplain at any time?
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Have you been involved with other clubs or teams that have had a

chaplain? What was that like for you?
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$PA <

e What is your understanding of the role of a chaplain? What do you

perceive it to be and what would you like that role to include?
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- Any other comments or questions?
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Phase Three : Results of Interviews with other Sports Chaplains

(5 NRL chaplains and 5 AFL chaplains)
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Interviews
M 728 M 586 4
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7/ 58 2 5

- How did you first become involved in sports chaplaincy and what keeps

you involved?
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call/ministry F+"R 6



%

Mission

0 {

%

relationships

%

58

82

FA"R

M"R

%



83

- How would you describe the relationships that have developed through

your chaplaincy?
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- How were these relationships established?
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- From your perspective, are there recurring themes in your ministry with

sports people?

4 FAP ™G

P P F+P ™G P F#P "6

P F#P "6

P FIP ™G

!P 1]

FOP "G

- How do you limit your chaplaincy role (given the voluntary and part-time

nature of the role)?

F+P "6 <
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- How did you feel starting out in sports chaplaincy? And how do you

feel now?

*P "
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- Have you reflected on the effectiveness of your ministry? If so, what

criteria did you use?
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% These responses are by nature subjective and difficult to quantify. Perhaps these “criteria’ for
measuring effectiveness could have been compared by having the respondents rate these according to a

range of chaplaincy functions.
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- Has your experience of sports chaplaincy had an impact on your overall

view of ministry and your calling?
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- How do you think those for whom you care perceive you?

%

*P L1

- O

- In your context, have you been able to observe a significant difference

between the time when there wasn’t a chaplain and now that there is?
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Has this experience of chaplaincy had any effect on your view of the

Gospel and culture?
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- How do you understand sports chaplaincy in a theological context?
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- What are the similarities/differences in your role as a sports chaplain

and your role in a congregational or pastoral setting?
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%

- Has sports chaplaincy changed your view of these roles and/or the way

you now minister in the local church?

% FIP 6
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Chapter 5 Making Connections
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Connections: Sport and Worship
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% Josef Pieper, Leisure, the Basis of Culture. (n.d.) cited by John Flett, “The Workaday World and its

Implications for Lay-Theology”, Stimulus Volume 8 No 2 (2000), 8
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% Flett, “The Workaday World” 8-9
9

Pieper uses the term 'worker' in an ontological sense; in that it characterises humanity. The worker
embodies "the very meaning of human existence". This person is one who has accepted, whether
consciously or not, the ideals and tenants of a world consumed by work. According to Pieper, three
principal traits characterise the worker: He or she has supreme confidence in activity. Nothing, not even
abstract human knowledge is achieved without "intense effort”. i.e.: If you want something you must work
for it, and nothing exists which is not due to human effort. Difficulty becomes a criterion for the value of
human behaviour. Hard work and toil constitute work. Humanity seems to mistrust anything that is
effortless, only enjoying with a good conscience that acquired with toil and trouble. The third trait of the
worker is function. i.e.: every sphere of human existence requires justification; every activity should be
useful and oriented toward the common good

o Pieper Leisure, cited by Flett “Workaday World” 8



99

*9

b b &
(
% &
1
%
(

( (
% & )
K? B - L K 2

&
y d
K K

*k

% Flett, “The Workaday World” 10

% Flett, “The Workaday World” 10



100

. 7
"8
F ¢
6
¢
6
0
)
&
&
3

100

Pieper, Leisure, 33 cited by Flett “Workaday World” 10

1

F



101

Connections: Church and Culture
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101 Ken Hammond, Characteristics of a Missional Church,

http://www.phuture.org/s01 Articles/article.asp?ArticlelD=101 1-2

192 ammond Characteristics



%

102

%



103

3
1
"H#
&
7
!
- d
K 7
% d
/ "N
%
%
%
103

Hammond Characteristics

106 Ward, “Religion in a Postaquarian Age”

105 Ken Hammond, Characteristics of a Missional Church,

http://www.phuture.org/s01 Articles/article.asp?ArticlelD=101 1-2
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What have | learned about how the Gospel connects into the

sporting professional’s world?

? -
; & ;
1. Identifying value in persons not possessions or prowess
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106 Matthew 19:22-26 NRSV
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Life is more than just footy!
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3. Of Heroes and Mates
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to7 Terry Colling, Beyond Mateship: Understanding Australian Men (NSW: Simon and Schuster, 1992),
X, ff.
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Referred to in lecture notes The Gospel and Australian Culture April 7, 2000
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The chaplain as one who serves
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What then of the role of the chaplain? How could we define it?

Melbourne Storm 728
[ $

1 <Why have a Chaplain>

A chaplain can help reinforce an Holistic approach: To acknowledge
that there is a link between body, mind, soul and spirit and to recognise
the need for wholeness and balance in all athletes, perhaps particularly
with elite athletes who face considerable demands and stresses in their

careers.

FO"RG <
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A chaplain can help athletes understand that here is a thin line between
success and failure. For many, failure is a crisis that can result in an
inability to cope with the pressure that is experienced. These pressures
and expectations can spill over into the player’'s performance on the field

as well as off it.

4 F O+6

We know that Risk is ever present in life and sport is no exception.
Chaplains can be there at moments of crisis and can be part of the care
and support that is offered. They are an integral part of a welfare

network.

% 7/ %

Chaplains can also remind athletes and administrators alike that it's
“more than a game”. Ultimately, sport is a diversion - a part of and not

the whole of life! There is a difference between what we are and what we
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do.

9%6

Elite athletes are ordinary people not super-humans! They can possess
exceptional physical abilities and gifts, but like most of us, can struggle in
dealing with the everyday issues of life. Chaplains can assist the athletes

and staff in their understanding of who they are apart from what they do

%
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A person of integrity %

A Helper %

A willing Listener

A person with limited time commitment: /

%
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David Waters The Role of the Chaplain in Pastoral Care for Elite Athletes A Paper delivered at the
1997 Inaugural Conference run by the National Institutes of Sport, Canberra 2-4
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Sports chaplaincy is:

1. Sports Chaplaincy is a ministry of Presence
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Mark 10:45 “For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many.” NRSV
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Hebrews 12:1-2
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2. Sports chaplaincy is Holistic ministry, challenging the false

dichotomy of Secular and Sacred

*+n

%



%

%

122

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness
and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with
darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What
does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement is
there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the
living God. As God has said: "l will live with them and walk among them,
and | will be their God, and they will be my people." "Therefore come out
from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and |
will receive you." "l will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and
daughters says the Lord Almighty." **3

113

2 Cor 6:14-16
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Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already been made
perfect, but | press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold
of me. Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But
one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
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ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature should
take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that
too God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have
already attained.***

3. Sports Chaplaincy is Incarnational and acknowledges that

Christ is already present

114 bhil 3:12-16
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Don't be alarmed, you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee.

There you will see him, just as he told you §
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Sports Chaplaincy: A missional/Incarnational model for ministry
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My premise is there is an emerging community rising or breaking away
from Christendom and they have some distinct values that characterise
them. We are in that place between two eras or times. Where new
things are birthed and the future is unshaped. Some are calling this the
second reformation. | call it a revolution. It's about a loving missionary
God incarnating the world to save it. It's about mission being at the heart
of the Trinity, and many in the church have forgotten it. The Missional
church is about getting back to the great commission and the great
commandment. To go into the entire world while loving our neighbours as
ourselves. (Matthew 28:19. 19:19) The Missional church has the
advantage of leaving behind traditions and politics however it must learn
from its history that all new things can become old. It must keep asking;
what does it mean to be the "called out community" to our Culture?

116

Hammond Characteristics, 9
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Mark 16:6-7
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What are the learning outcomes from this research?

%



%

%

134

%



%

%

0 %

135

%

%

%



%

%

136

myself
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Mission

ministry
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Limitations of this study
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Potential for future research
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